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This study identifies the Testimony of Jesus in the New Testament.  The major question is: 
what is the meaning of the phrase “testimony of Jesus” in the Rev. 12:17 and Rev. 19:10.  
This paper provides biblical and theological foundation of the Testimony of Jesus in the New 
Testament. 
 





The book of Revelation is the last book in the Bible but it had a definite message for the 
people of God and all inhabitants in the world.  “The consensus today, however, is that 
Revelation represents a unified work.  It is, in fact, an exquisite product of literary design, 
despite the basic apocalyptic syntax of much of its language.”  
 “Revelation is an apocalyptic prophecy by nature.  The term “apocalyptic prophecy” is 
used here not merely to distinguish it from general prophecy.  Rather, the term is used to 
describe that Revelation is a general prophecy and at the same time an apocalypse.”  
        Revelation is a closed book to many but to those whose diligently study it, it will slowly 
reveal its treasures and the joy of such discoveries will amply reward the effort.  “Early church 
father suggested that Revelation stems from the time of the evil emperor Domitian at the end 
of the first century, and that John returned from Patmos only after Domitian’s death.”  
        There are many who are reading Revelation for the first time, particularly as a new 
Christian, it seems a fantastic book, but as one grows in the understanding of the Bible, it 
more becomes recognizable and familiar.  The reason why it seems fantastic to us is because 
of the apocalyptic style of the book. 
        This style would be familiar to the first century readers but it is not a style with which 
we are familiar and it is therefore a barrier to our understanding of the message of the book.  
The best commentary on Revelation is the Scripture itself. 
        “In the book of the Revelation we have the consummation of the grace and glory of the 
Church, in time and eternity.  This is the completion of the work of the Spirit.”   John was in 
the Spirit when he got vision from God.   
        This article discusses one phrase in Revelation 19:10 “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit 
of prophecy”. 
"See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the 
testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." 
(Revelation 19:10. NIV) 
        This phrase is important because the Seventh day of Adventist church believe it refers 
to the Ellen G. White writings.  “They believe that at the very beginning of their history and 
for seventy years thereafter-that is, until 1915-God gave to them prophetic guidance through 
a woman named Ellen G. White.  In other words, they believe, in the language of Scripture, 
that she possessed the gift of “the spirit of prophecy.” 
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2. Biblical And Theological Foundation Of Testimony Of Jesus 
 
Bauckham in his book New Testament Theology says, “Compared with references to God 
and Christ, references to the Spirit in Revelation are comparatively few.  But it would be a 
mistake to conclude that in the theology of Revelation the Spirit is unimportant.  As we shall 
see, the Spirit plays an essential role in the divine activity of establishing God’s kingdom in 
the world.”  
“The seven Spirits, called in Rev. 1:4 ‘the seven Spirits who are before [God’s] throne’, 
have sometimes been identified, not as the divine Spirit, but as the seven principal angels 
who, in Jewish angelology, stand in the presence of God in heaven.  But Revelation itself 
refers to these seven angels (Rev 8:2) in terms quite different from the way it refers to the 
seven Spirits.  Moreover, although the term ‘spirit’ could certainly be used of angels (as 
frequently in the Dead Sea Scrolls), it very rarely has this meaning in early Christian literature 
and never in Revelation.”  
 
2.1Testimony of Jesus 
 
In Greek, this phrase may be understood either as the “testimony (or “witness”) Christians 
bear concerning Jesus, or as the “testimony” (or “witness”) that originates with Jesus and is 
revealed to His church through the prophets (see on ch.1:2)”.  
A comparison with ch.19:10 clearly favors the latter interpretation. There the “testimony of 
Jesus” is defined as the “spirit of prophecy,” meaning that Jesus is witnessing to the church 
through the medium of prophecy.  The close relationship between the “testimony of Jesus” 
and prophecy is further demonstrated by a comparison between chs. 19:10 and 22:9.  In ch. 
19:10 the angel identifies himself as “thy fellow servant, brethren that have the testimony of 
Jesus,” and in ch. 22:9 as “thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren the prophets.”  
“Prophecy as the Spirit’s message through prophets to the churches is designed to prepare 
and to enable the churches to bear their prophetic witness to the world, inspired by the Spirit.  
A key statement is in Rev. 19:10: ‘the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophesy’, its content 
is the witness of Jesus.”  
 Pfandl in his paper prepared for the Bible Conference in Turkey wrote the conclusions of 
the study of marturia.  From the Scriptural evidence he concluded these following statements: 
1. Marturia is used 21 times in John’s Gospel and Epistles.  Fourteen times it is used in a 
genitive construction that is clearly subjective.  The objective idea of “witness about” or 
“witness to” in John’s Gospel and Epistles is consistently expressed by the preposition peri 
(about, concerning) with the verb martureo (to witness, testify). 
2. John never uses the noun marturia (testimony, witness) with an objective genitive 
construction by itself.  He always uses the preposition peri to express the objective genitive. 
3. In the book of Revelation, therefore, we should expect to find the same use of marturia as 
in John’s Gospel and in his epistle.  
Pfandl also mention that in the book of Revelation all the genitive constructions with marturia 
can be understood as subjective genitives.  There is no compelling grammatical, syntactical, 
or theological reason for doing otherwise.  
 
2.2 Spirit of Prophecy 
 
Bauckham says, Revelation clearly distinguishes between prophets and other Christians .  But 
it can use the same terms for the prophecy given by the prophets to the churches and for the 
witness given by faithful Christians in general to the world.   
        “This suggest that the reason why Revelation extends the vocation of prophecy to the 
church as a whole is probably not because of the thought that all Christians, as members of 
the eschatological community on which the Spirit has been poured out (Acts 2:17), are 
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endowed with the Spirit of Prophecy and so are actually (Acts 19:6), or at least potentially, 
prophets.”  
 
2.3. The Testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy 
 
 In relation to the testimony of Jesus, Barnes says that the meaning here seems to be, that 
this angel, and John, and their fellow-servants, were all engaged in the same work that of 
bearing their testimony to Jesus. Thus, in this respect, they were on a level, and one of them 
should not worship another, but all should unite in the common worship of God. No one in 
this work, though an angel, could have such a pre-eminence that it would be proper to render 
the homage to him which was due to God alone. There could be but one being whom it was 
proper to worship, and they who were engaged in simply bearing testimony to the work of 
the Saviour should not worship one another.  
 Furthermore, Barnes explains that the design of prophecy is to bear testimony to Jesus. 
The language does not mean, that this is the only design of prophecy, but that this is its great 
and ultimate end. The word "prophecy" here seems to be used in the large sense in which it 
is often employed in the New Testament-meaning to make known the divine will and the 
primary reference here would seem to be to the preachers and teachers of the New Testament. 
The sense is, that their grand business is to bear testimony to the Saviour. They are all-whether 
angels, apostles, or ordinary teachers-appointed for this, and therefore should regard 
themselves as "fellow-servants."  
 Harrison Christian in his book of the Fruitage of Spiritual Gifts says, “three different terms 
in the New Testament stand for the same thing.  They are “the gift of prophecy,” “the Spirit 
of prophecy,” and “the testimony of Jesus” (1 Cor. 13:2; Rev. 19:10).  This is not merely a 
personal opinion.  The word of God says plainly that “the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of 
prophecy,” or the gift of divine revelations and visions. “  
 The phrase “the testimony of Jesus” occurs in juxtaposition with phrase “the word of 
God,” is found in three texts (Rev. 1:2, 9; 20:4).  The word of God means the word spoken 
by God.  John here refers back to the book of Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
unto him” (v. 1).  And the testimony of Jesus, this may refer either form to the book of 
Revelation being a message from Jesus or about Jesus.  
“We further believe that the Lord’s messenger, Ellen Gould White, was endowed by the Holy 
Spirit with the gift of prophecy.  We are convinced that the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 
12:17), is “the Spirit of prophecy.”  There is neither boasting nor pride in making this holy 
claim, but a deep and humble dependence on the divine Master, who alone can give grace to 
be faithful.”  
 
3. Summary and Conclusion 
 
The purpose of this research is to study “the testimony of Jesus” in the New Testament.  The 
Spirit plays an essential role in the divine activity of establishing God’s kingdom in the world.  
Prophecy as the Spirit’s message through prophets to the churches is designed to prepare and 
to enable the churches to bear their prophetic witness to the world, inspired by the Spirit. 
  There are three different terms in the New Testament stand for the same thing.  They are 
“the gift of prophecy,” “the Spirit of prophecy,” and “the testimony of Jesus.” (1 Cor. 13:2; 
Rev. 19:10). 
  A key statement to understand “the testimony of Jesus” is Revelation 19:10: “the testimony 
of Jesus is the Spirit of prophesy.” 
   The interpretation that the testimony of Jesus refers to the “testimony,” or “witness,” that 
Jesus bears to the church is strongly supported.  Seventh day Adventists thus interpret the 
passage and believe that the “remnant” will be distinguished by the manifestation of the gift 
of prophecy in their midst.  
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